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Q1

We're keeping original hardwood in our older home — does that help or hurt
value during a modern reno?

Keeping original hardwood floors typically adds significant value to your home, especially in Ottawa's mature

neighborhoods where character features are highly sought after. Original hardwood is often superior quality

compared to modern alternatives and represents authentic period charm that buyers pay premiums for.

The key is proper restoration rather than replacement. Original hardwood in older Ottawa homes is frequently

solid 3/4" oak, maple, or even exotic species that would cost $15-25 per square foot to replicate today. These floors

can be sanded and refinished multiple times over their lifetime, making them a long-term investment. Even heavily

worn original floors can usually be restored to like-new condition through professional refinishing, which costs $3-6

per square foot versus $10-18 for new hardwood installation.

Ottawa's real estate market particularly values original character features in neighborhoods like the Glebe,

Westboro, Old Ottawa South, and Centretown. Buyers often specifically seek homes with original hardwood, crown

molding, and other period details. However, the floors need to look intentionally preserved, not neglected. Poorly

maintained original floors can actually hurt value if they appear damaged or outdated.

Consider your home's overall design direction when deciding on finishes. Original floors work beautifully with

both traditional and modern renovations - you can choose contemporary stain colors or maintain classic honey oak

tones. Popular current trends include darker stains like ebony or jacobean, or natural/clear finishes that highlight the

wood's character. The wide plank widths common in older homes are actually very on-trend right now.

Have the floors professionally assessed to determine their condition and refinishing potential. Ottawa Floor

Install can evaluate whether your original hardwood is worth restoring and recommend the best approach to

maximize both beauty and value in your renovation.

Q2

We're thinking about cork flooring — does that hold up in this climate?

Cork flooring can work well in Ottawa's climate, but proper installation and moisture control are essential

for long-term performance in our temperature extremes and humidity fluctuations.

Cork is naturally resilient and has excellent insulating properties, which actually helps it handle Ottawa's cold

winters better than many other flooring types. The material expands and contracts less than hardwood, making it
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more stable during our seasonal temperature swings from -30°C winters to +30°C summers. However, moisture

management is critical - cork is susceptible to water damage if not properly sealed, and Ottawa's spring humidity

and occasional basement moisture issues can be problematic.

Modern cork flooring comes in two main types that perform differently in our climate. Floating cork planks with

click-lock systems are more forgiving of minor subfloor movement and easier to replace if damaged. Glue-down

cork tiles create a more permanent installation but require perfect subfloor preparation and moisture barriers,

especially over concrete slabs common in Ottawa basements and condos.

For Ottawa homes, proper acclimation is crucial - cork needs 48-72 hours to adjust to your home's temperature

and humidity before installation. The subfloor must be completely dry (moisture readings under 12%), and a quality

vapor barrier is essential, particularly in basements or over concrete. Most cork floors also need sealing every 3-5

years to maintain their water resistance.

Cork works particularly well in Ottawa condos and upper floors where moisture control is easier, and the

natural insulation helps with both sound dampening and energy efficiency. For a free assessment of whether cork

suits your specific space and subfloor conditions, request a consultation from Ottawa Floor Install - we can test

moisture levels and recommend the best installation approach for your home.

Q3

Should flooring contrast with cabinets or try to match them?

Flooring should generally contrast with cabinets rather than match exactly. Perfect matching often looks flat

and monotonous, while thoughtful contrast creates visual interest and helps define different elements in your space.

The key is achieving complementary contrast rather than jarring opposition. If you have dark espresso cabinets,

consider medium-toned hardwood like natural oak or hickory instead of trying to match the dark stain exactly. With

white or light gray cabinets, you have tremendous flexibility - from rich walnut to light maple, depending on the

overall aesthetic you want.

Undertones matter more than exact color matching. Your flooring and cabinets should share similar undertones

(warm or cool) even if they're different shades. For example, cherry cabinets with their warm red undertones pair

beautifully with warm-toned hardwoods like Brazilian cherry or red oak, while maple cabinets with cool undertones

work well with ash or hickory.

In Ottawa's design market, we're seeing homeowners embrace mixed wood tones more than ever. The traditional

rule of matching all wood elements is outdated. Instead, consider your flooring as the foundation that ties together
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various wood tones throughout your home - cabinets, trim, furniture, and built-ins can all be different species and

stains as long as they're thoughtfully coordinated.

Practical considerations also favor contrast - floors that are too similar to cabinets can make dropped items

disappear and create a visually cramped feeling. A medium contrast helps define your kitchen workspace while

maintaining a cohesive flow throughout your home.

For a free consultation on flooring options that will complement your specific cabinetry, Ottawa Floor Install can help

you explore samples in your actual lighting conditions.
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Q4

Is it weird to run hardwood in the kitchen and tile in the mudroom without a
transition?

Not weird at all - this is actually a smart design choice that many Ottawa homeowners are making. Running

hardwood through the kitchen and tile in the mudroom without transitions creates clean sight lines and makes both

spaces feel larger and more connected.

The key is proper planning at the subfloor level. Your flooring contractor needs to ensure both finished floor

surfaces end up at exactly the same height. This typically means adjusting subfloor thickness or using different

underlayment approaches. For example, if you're installing 3/4" solid hardwood and 1/2" tile with thinset, the tile

area might need additional subfloor buildup to match heights perfectly.

Moisture management becomes critical at the junction point. Even though there's no visible transition strip,

your installer should still create a proper moisture barrier where the two materials meet. The hardwood should stop

about 1/4" short of the tile, with that gap filled using flexible caulk that matches your hardwood color. This allows for

seasonal wood movement while preventing moisture migration from the mudroom.

In Ottawa's climate, this approach works particularly well because mudrooms see heavy moisture and salt

exposure from winter boots, while kitchens benefit from hardwood's warmth and easier maintenance for food spills.

The seamless transition also helps with snow melt drainage patterns - water naturally flows from the higher

mudroom area without getting trapped at a transition strip.

Choose your materials carefully - engineered hardwood performs better than solid in kitchens due to moisture

stability, and porcelain tile in the mudroom handles freeze-thaw cycles better than ceramic. Your contractor should

also ensure proper expansion gaps around the perimeter of both rooms.

For a seamless installation that handles Ottawa's seasonal challenges, request a consultation with experienced

flooring contractors who understand moisture management and subfloor preparation.

Q5

We're finishing the basement and don't want it to feel like a basement — which
flooring gives that warmer vibe?

Luxury vinyl plank (LVP) with wood-look designs will give you the warmest, most inviting feel for your

basement while handling moisture concerns perfectly. LVP offers incredibly realistic wood grain textures and
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warm tones that make basements feel like main-level living spaces.

Engineered hardwood is another excellent option if your basement has proper moisture control and concrete

sealing. The natural wood warmth is unmatched, and engineered products handle basement conditions better than

solid hardwood. Choose wider planks in rich tones like walnut, hickory, or distressed oak for maximum coziness.

For Ottawa basements, waterproof LVP is often the smartest choice because our climate creates moisture

challenges even in well-prepared basements. Modern LVP comes in stunning wood-look designs that feel warm

underfoot and won't buckle if minor moisture issues arise. Rigid core SPC (stone plastic composite) versions feel

most like real hardwood when walking on them.

Avoid ceramic tile and polished concrete - they'll make your basement feel cold and institutional. Carpet can

work for warmth but creates moisture and mold risks in basements. Laminate is budget-friendly but won't handle

basement moisture as well as quality LVP.

Design tip: Choose longer, wider planks in warm brown tones rather than gray or whitewashed looks. Consider

adding area rugs for extra warmth and sound absorption. Proper subfloor preparation with moisture barriers is

crucial regardless of which option you choose.

For a free estimate on basement flooring that transforms the space into a warm, inviting area, request a quote from

Ottawa Floor Install. We'll assess your basement's moisture conditions and recommend the perfect solution.

Q6

What is the recommended wear layer thickness for a busy household with pets
and children?

For busy households with pets and children, you'll want a wear layer of at least 12 mils (0.3mm) for vinyl

flooring, or 4mm+ for laminate flooring. This provides the durability needed to handle heavy foot traffic, pet

claws, and the inevitable spills and scratches that come with active family life.

Luxury vinyl plank (LVP) with a 12-20 mil wear layer offers excellent scratch and stain resistance, making it ideal

for families with pets. The thicker wear layer means the flooring can handle pet claws without showing permanent

damage, and most premium LVP options are 100% waterproof - perfect for accidents and spills. In Ottawa's

market, expect to pay $6-10 per square foot installed for quality LVP with adequate wear layer thickness.

For laminate flooring, look for AC4 or AC5 ratings with at least 4mm wear layer thickness. These commercial-

grade laminates can handle the abuse from pets and children while maintaining their appearance. Many newer
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laminate options also feature waterproof cores, though they're not as forgiving as LVP when it comes to standing

water. Quality waterproof laminate typically runs $6-10 per square foot installed in the Ottawa area.

Engineered hardwood remains popular for families, but requires a thicker wear layer of at least 4mm (preferably

6mm) to allow for future refinishing when scratches accumulate. While beautiful, hardwood does require more

maintenance in pet households and isn't as forgiving with moisture as vinyl options.

The investment in a thicker wear layer pays off significantly in busy households - you'll get years more life from your

flooring and maintain better resale value. For a free estimate on durable flooring options for your active household,

Ottawa Floor Install can help you choose the right material and thickness for your specific needs.
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Q7

What is the best flooring for a basement that sometimes gets damp in the
spring?

Luxury vinyl plank (LVP) or ceramic/porcelain tile are your best options for a basement that experiences

seasonal dampness. Both materials are 100% waterproof and won't be damaged by moisture fluctuations.

Luxury vinyl plank is the most popular choice for Ottawa basements because it's completely waterproof,

comfortable underfoot, and can be installed as a floating floor over most existing subfloors. Modern LVP with rigid

core construction (SPC or WPC) handles temperature and humidity changes exceptionally well. The planks click

together without adhesive, making them ideal for basements where some seasonal movement might occur. You'll

want to choose a product with an attached underlayment or install a moisture barrier underneath.

Ceramic or porcelain tile is another excellent waterproof option that's extremely durable and handles moisture

beautifully. Large format tiles (12"x24" or larger) create fewer grout lines, reducing maintenance. However, tile can

feel cold underfoot in basements, though this can be addressed with radiant floor heating systems. Proper

waterproof membrane installation under tile is crucial in below-grade applications.

Avoid traditional hardwood, laminate, or carpet in moisture-prone basements. Even "water-resistant" laminate

can fail with repeated moisture exposure, and hardwood will cup, warp, or develop mold issues. Carpet traps

moisture and creates perfect conditions for mold growth.

In Ottawa's climate, spring moisture in basements is common due to snowmelt and ground saturation. Before

installing any flooring, address the moisture source if possible - ensure proper drainage, seal foundation cracks,

and run a dehumidifier during humid periods. A moisture barrier or vapor barrier under your flooring is essential

regardless of material choice.

For a free assessment of your basement's flooring needs and moisture considerations, Ottawa Floor Install can

evaluate your specific situation and recommend the best waterproof flooring solution.

Q8

What is the most eco-friendly flooring option for a green home renovation?

Bamboo flooring and reclaimed hardwood are typically the most eco-friendly options, with bamboo

regenerating in just 3-5 years compared to decades for traditional hardwood trees.
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Bamboo flooring stands out as exceptionally sustainable because it's technically a grass that grows rapidly and

doesn't require replanting after harvest. Quality bamboo floors are extremely durable, naturally antimicrobial, and

available in strand-woven varieties that rival hardwood's hardness. In Ottawa's climate, bamboo performs well with

proper acclimation and maintains stability through our temperature swings.

Reclaimed hardwood offers another excellent eco-friendly choice by giving new life to wood from old barns,

factories, or demolished buildings. This option prevents quality lumber from ending up in landfills while providing

unique character and patina that new wood can't match. Reclaimed wood often comes from old-growth forests,

making it denser and more stable than many new hardwood options.

Cork flooring deserves consideration as the third most sustainable option. Cork is harvested from the bark of cork

oak trees without harming the tree, which continues producing cork for decades. Cork provides natural insulation, is

naturally antimicrobial, and offers excellent comfort underfoot - particularly beneficial in Ottawa's colder months.

For Ottawa homeowners, these eco-friendly options typically range from $8-15 per square foot installed for bamboo

and cork, while reclaimed hardwood varies widely from $12-25+ depending on species and rarity. All three options

can contribute to green building certifications and provide long-term durability when professionally installed with

proper moisture barriers and subfloor preparation.

Consider the full lifecycle impact including transportation distance, manufacturing processes, and end-of-life

disposal when making your final decision. For a consultation on eco-friendly flooring options specific to your green

renovation, Ottawa Floor Install can help you evaluate the best sustainable choices for your home's unique

requirements.

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Ottawa Floor Install. It does not constitute professional

advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any construction or

renovation project. Information is current as of March 15, 2026 and may change. Visit ottawafloorinstall.ca for the latest

answers.
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